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WELCOME TO THE GEMLUX FISHING SYSTEM

Celebrating Over 50 Years!
GEM Products, Inc. founded in 1961 has grown and evolved into one of The World's leading
stainless steel marine and boat hardware suppliers. The current ownership has been in
place since 1980.
Over the last 50 years GEM as set itself above the rest through innovative engineering,
stringent quality control processes, superior customer service, and top-notch personnel.
GEM has been recognized multiple times for service excellence and innovative products by
groups and events such as the IBBI and IBEX.
GEM created the proprietary GEMLUX® Electro polishing process that gives an unmatched
mirror-like and corrosion resistant finish to stainless steel - one that cannot be obtained
through any other polishing process. GEM is so confident in this proven process that it
guarantees its product against corrosion for life.
"We understand the demands and needs of the boating industry because we are
boaters."
- Matt Bridgewater
President

Thank you for trusting GEM Products with your purchase. We take great pride in our
customer’s satisfaction, and strive to provide the highest level of safety and fish-ability with
the new GEMLUX Fishing System. Please visit our website at www.gemlux.com for more
information on all of our fishing and boating products.
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FIRST THINGS FIRST!
The installation of our fishing system is very easy, but special precautions must be taken in order to ensure a
safe and fun experience. IT IS CRITICAL THAT YOUR MOUNTING SURFACE IS CONSTRUCTED IN A
MANNER TO PROVIDE A STRONG SURFACE FOR YOUR OUTRIGGER BASE. If you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to contact us.
Our outrigger bases also feature a one handle operation. In order for this outrigger base to function properly,
we recommend 8” of 360-degree rotation from the center of the outrigger base installation hole. (minimum
clearance to operate is 6.5”)

WHAT’S IN THE BOX?
What makes our outrigger system unique, is the simplicity of
our installation. Our outrigger pair (OR-BA-01-P) comes
perfectly assembled and packaged with your outrigger bases (1
per box), and that’s it! There is no assembly required, just a
quick installation and you’re ready to fish!

UNPACKAGING
We’ve taken great pride in this product and it’s packaging.
Upon receipt of your outrigger bases, please take care handling
the boxes. These are heavy items, and could cause damage if
dropped. Be assured that your outrigger base is safely
packaged for transit and delivery. You’ll find the bases fully enclosed in custom cut foam, in a perfect fitting
box to ensure they arrive safely to their destination.
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WHAT ELSE DO I NEED FOR INSTALLATION?
Due to the varying thicknesses of mounting surfaces, we leave the fastener buying to you. It is required that
you use (4) ¼”-20 fasteners. Along with the fasteners, here’s a complete list of the tools needed for
installation:
•

3.125” (3-1/8”) hole saw if installing on flat surface

•

3.25” (3-1/4”) hole saw if installing on curved or crowned surface

•

Philips Head screwdriver or drill driver

•

(4) ¼”-20 Fasteners (316SS)

•

Electric Drill with 5/16” and 1/4” Drill Bit

•

Backing Plates (If Necessary, Available from GEM in anodized aluminum, powder coated aluminum
and Stainless Steel)

•

Wedge (If installing on a curved or crowned top, please call for information)

•

Blue LocTite 242

•

Silicone or similar sealant product such as 4200 or 5200

•

Blue Painters Tape

•

Acetone

•

Rags

•

Crescent Wrench

•

1/8” Allen Key

Here’s a simple formula to help you decide the length of (4) fasteners you’ll need for your particular
application.
X = Thickness of hard top
Y = Backing plate thickness (if applicable)
X+Y=Z
Z + .50”à.75” = Fastener Length
Example:
If your top is 1.50” thick, and your backing plate is 0.25” thick.
1.50” + 0.25” = 1.75”
1.75” + 0.50” = 2.25”
1.75” + 0.75” = 2.50”
Therefore, you’re preferred fastener length will be 2.25”à2.50”.
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NOW, ON TO THE INSTALLATION—
HARD TOP INSTALLATION
If you’re installing into pre-existing holes, please check for 360 degree handle clearance and
proceed to step 5.
1.

Measure your installation area for clearance as described above. (minimum 6.5”, recommended 8”
for 360 degree handle clearance) Be sure that your measurements are accurate to ensure full
operation of your outrigger system.
a.

The template supplied in this manual can help to ensure proper installation, but please
remember it is only a guide. Always check measurements before cutting or drilling.

2.

Once measurements are confirmed (top and bottom of T-top) drill your center hole. (3-1/4” on
curved tops, 3-1/8” on flat tops). Verify at this point that your hardtop is solid. If the top is hollow,
please call us for information. If you are installing into a pre-existing hole, you’re good to move on.

3.

Dry fit your outrigger base into your center hole and check clearances and alignment. There should
be a small gap between the outrigger and the center hole you drilled. Be sure that this is the case!
This helps with fastener installation.
a.

If you notice that there’s any rubbing, you can wrap a small hole saw in adhesive sand paper
and carefully sand the hole edges until the fit is
correct.

4.

If you are comfortable with the dry fit, mark and drill your
fastener holes. It helps to use your blue painters tape at
this point to mark holes and hold templates or backing
plates in place. The tape also helps prevent any gel coat
chips that may happen during drilling. The preferred
method to do this is to tape the backing plate (if applicable)
underneath the T-top and use that as your template to drill.
Use ¼” drill bit for these holes.

5.

Place your outrigger base back in the hole, and perform a
second dry fit. This time around, begin to thread the
fasteners into the outrigger base from underneath the top
in the 4 mounting holes. Only begin these to ensure
alignment.

6.

Once you are completely satisfied with the second dry fit, you’re now ready to install the bases.
a.

Tape bottom edge of outrigger base (to help with sealant clean up)

b.

Ensure you have cleaned your installation surfaces thoroughly with acetone and allowed to
dry completely.

c.

Apply silicone to the bottom perimeter of the outrigger base

d.

Place outrigger base into hole ensuring that you’re lining up the female thread on the base to
the fastener holes you’ve drilled.

e.

Place backing plate around outrigger handle

Cont.
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7.

f.

Apply LocTite 242 to the threads of each fastener (4).

g.

Begin threading each fastener into bottom of base. Only tighten slightly to hold everything in
place.

h.

Place a small bead of silicon between T-top and backing plate to ensure no leaks

i.

Check the alignment and continue tightening each fastener in opposite corners, like you
would the lug nuts on your car.

j.

Use rags and acetone to clean up any excess sealant around the top of your outrigger base

k.

Allow the recommended time for your sealant to cure

Go fishing and enjoy the safest, strongest, most enjoyable outrigger system in the business!

INSTALLATION TIPS
1.

OUR OUTRIGGERS ARE NOT PORT OR STARBOARD SPECIFIC, THEY CAN INSTALL ON EITHER SIDE!

2.

IF YOUR TOP IS CURVED OR CROWNED, PLEASE USE A WEDGE TO KEEP THE OUTRIGGER BASES LEVEL.

3.

BACKING PLATES ARE AVAILABLE FROM GEM AND RECOMMENDED ON HARD TOP INSTALLATIONS.

4.

MAXIMUM TOP THICKNESS FOR INSTALLATION IS 2.5”

5.

ALWAYS ALLOW AT LEAST 6.5” FROM ANY 360 DEGREE INTERFERENCE

Call us for more information about...

c a r b o n
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1.888.436.5891
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SOFT TOP INSTALLATION
If you’re installing the GEMLUX Outrigger base into a pre-existing soft top (canvas), please ensure proper
mounting plates and strength before attempting installation. Please contact your local marine welder or Ttop builder for any concerns regarding these points.
1.

Locate your existing hole, and confirm that it’s the correct diameter. (3-1/8”)

2.

Dry fit your outrigger base, by placing it into the hole being careful not to scratch on the mounting
plate.

3.

Check all clearances for full handle rotation. (If building a new plate, please be sure your welder
knows you need a recommended 8” diameter, minimum 6.5” of 360-degree rotational clearance)

4.

If everything is clear, continue installation. If not, you may need to contact your local welder.

5.

Place your outrigger base back into the hole, being sure to align your fastener holes.

6.

Apply LocTite 242 to the threads of all 4 fasteners (1/4”-20), and begin threading each one into the
outrigger base.

7.

It is recommended that you use nylon
washers between any stainless steel
fasteners and aluminum parts to prevent
any corrosion.

BACKING PLATES AVAILABLE:
ANODIZED ALUMINUM
POWDER COATED ALUMINUM
STAINLESS STEEL 4”X6”
STAINLESS STEEL ROUND

8.

Continue tightening the 4 bolts evenly, as
you would with lug nuts on a car.

Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

9.

Once completely tightened, double check
all clearances and fasteners to ensure
proper installation.

CALL US FOR INFORMATION
1.888.436.5891

OUTRIGGER BASE CARE AND MAINTENANCE
The GEMLUX Fishing System requires very little maintenance. We recommend using soap and water to clean
regularly and after use. Be sure to remove all salt residue after use. A light coating with spray wax will help
keep your outrigger base in great shape. As with any Stainless Steel parts, DO NOT USE ANY HARSH
CHEMICALS to clean especially those listed on our website at http://www.gemlux.com/aboutgem/sscare.
Other than normal washing, your outrigger base requires no lubrications, tightening, or adjusting.
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USER GUIDE
The operation of the GEMLUX Fishing System is very easy. Please review the sections below in order to fully
understand the safety and fish-ability of your new outrigger bases.

INSTALLING OUTRIGGER POLES INTO YOUR BASES
The GEMLUX outrigger bases come with a pre-installed retention pin located about 3-1/4” from the end of the
tube. This pin is installed and removed with a crescent wrench and 1/8” Allen key. Please be aware that a
nylon locknut is supplied, and should be used to ensure the pin does not back out.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Slide your outrigger poles into the bases, being sure to line up the retention pin hole and hole located
on your outrigger pole base adapter.
Insert the retention pin, and tighten using 1/8” Allen key and crescent wrench.
If you’re having trouble with the alignment, simply turn your outrigger pole while wiggling the
retention pin.
Double check the pin and outrigger pole to be sure it ‘s secured, and you’re finished!

USING YOUR OUTRIGGER BASES
The GEMLUX Outrigger base (Patent Pending) uses the same handle for raising, lowering, and swinging your
outrigger bases. This feature allows easy adjustability and deployment without leaving the safety of your
boat’s cockpit. No more standing on the gunwale to deploy outriggers.
1.

With the handle in the “down” position (as shown here) using the knob for grip; rotate the
handle clockwise to raise to your desired height.
“Down Position (To raise and lower)”

Cont.
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2.

Once your desired height is reached, flip the handle to the “up” position (shown here). Grab
firmly on the handle, and use this to rotate your outrigger to the desired fishing position.
Leaving the base in the down position will keep base from rotating while fishing and running.
“Up Position (To swing in or out)”

3.
4.

5.
6.
7.

When your fishing day is over, repeat the above steps in reverse order to stow your outriggers
for running.
The GEMLUX outrigger base was designed with fisherman in mind, and does not require (but
recommends in rough conditions) collapsing your outrigger poles for making runs to and from
fishing.
Please relieve tension on your halyards before making adjustments, deployment and/or
retrieval of outriggers.
The GEMLUX Outrigger bases have an operable angle (up and down) of 65 degrees to -10
degrees. Please keep this in mind when making adjustments to your outriggers.
Always ensure clearance of bridges, lights, powerlines, etc.…before trailering and/or operating
your vessel.

OUTRIGGER TIPS AND TRICKS
1.

ALWAYS SECURE YOUR HALYARDS BEFORE TRAILERING OR OPERATING VESSEL.

2.

CHECK CLEARANCE OF OUTRIGGER POLES ON ALL BRIDGES, POWERLINES, LIGHTS,
ETC. AND MAKE NECESSARY ADJUSTMENTS.

3.

THE GEMLUX OUTRIGGER BASE WAS DESIGNED BY FISHERMAN FOR FISHERMAN.
YOU DO NOT NEED TO COLLAPSE YOUR OUTRIGGERS TO RUN FROM SPOT TO SPOT.

4.

YOUR NEW OUTRIGGER BASES ARE CAPABLE OF PULLING MULTIPLE LINES, DREDGES,
AND TEASERS WITHOUT FAILURE.

5.

THESE BASES ALSO ROTATE 360 DEGREES FOR EASY STORAGE IN DRY STACK WHERE
YOUR RIGGERS MUST FACE FORWARD.
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WARRANTY
GEM Products stands behind the craftsmanship and design of all their products 100%, please see below for
more warranty information.
GEM PRODUCTS, INC. (GEM) warrants to the original purchaser that GEM's products will be free from
defective materials or workmanship under normal use and service for a period of one (1) year from the
original purchase date. See exceptions and exclusions below.
GEM SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR LOSS OR MISUSE OF ITS PRODUCTS, NOR SHALL GEM BE LIABLE FOR
OTHER INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL COSTS, EXPENSES, OR DAMAGES INCURRED BY THE ORIGINAL
PURCHASER OR BY ANY OTHER PERSON, FIRM OR CORPORATION. LABOR COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
REPLACEMENT/REPAIR OF INSTALLATION OR PRODUCT WILL NOT BE REIMBURSED.
This warranty is void if the product warranted has been damaged by accident or unreasonable use, neglect,
improper installation or service or other cause not arising out of defects in material or workmanship.
PLEASE
FIND
MORE
WARRANTY
INFORMATION
ON
OUR
WEBSITE
AT
http://www.gemlux.com/aboutgem/shippingandwarranty
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3.0

5.0

3.25

.28

This template should not be used without first checking the dimensions. Please print this
template at 100%, place on your top and re-confirm all dimensions. Scaling can still occur, so
please! Double check all measurements before drilling.
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GEM PRODUCTS, INC
140 INDUSTRIAL LOOP WEST
ORANGE PARK, FL 32073

1.888.GEMLUX.1
SALES@GEMLUX.COM

